
    Syphilis Serology Algorithm 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

   *Equivocal: sample should be recollected and retested w/in 1 week 
      per the Manufacturer 

 
 

 

Treponema Total Antibody Testing at BVHS 

Cerner Order:  Treponema Total Antibody 

 

 

NEGATIVE POSITIVE or *EQUIVOCAL 

 

 
No serologic evidence of syphilis. No 
follow-up necessary unless clinically 
indicated (eg, early syphilis). 

Confirmation by Rapid Plasma Reagin 

Screen which will reflex to a titer.  

LAB ONLY Cerner Order:  RPR Screen 

(Bluffton) 

REACTIVE 

Untreate

d or 

recently 

treated 

syphilis. 

See 

CDC** 

guideline

s for 

treatmen

t. Follow 

rapid 

plasma 

reagin 

titers. 

 

NONREACTIVE 

 

Second treponemal assay will be performed by reflex: 

Cerner Order:  Syphilis Antibody by TP-PA, Serum-Mayo 

(This is a send-out test for confirmation.) 

 

Patient’s history of 

syphilis unknown. 

Untreated or recently 

treated syphilis. See CDC 

guidelines for treatment. 

Cerner Order:  RPR Titer, 

Serum Response to Therapy 

test will be performed. 

NEGATIVE POSITIVE 

Possible syphilis (early or 

latent) or previously treated 

syphilis. Historical and 

clinical evaluation required. 

Probable false-positive 

Treponema Total Antibody 

test. No follow-up testing 

needed, unless recent 

infection is clinically 

suspected. 


